Thrombotic formations within the aortic arch as source of embolization in patients with coagulopathia.
Thrombotic formations on atherosclerotic lesions of the thoracic aorta are potential sources of cerebral and systemic embolization. Especially younger patients without calcifications of atherosclerotic plaques or coagulation disorders have a higher risk for embolization. Magnetic resonance imaging and transesophageal echocardiography are the diagnostic methods of choice. As an alternative to anticoagulation surgical therapy is indicated to prevent severe brain damage or multiorgan failure in patients with mobile thrombotic formations. Herein we describe two patients in whom successful surgical treatment was performed in deep hypothermic circulatory arrest by excision of the aortic arch atheroma.